
SPECIES Signs of Pain 
and Distress Cat Cattle Dog Gerbil Guinea 

Pig 
Syrian 

Hamster 
Horse Mouse Pigs NHP Rabbit Rodents Sheep/Goat 

 

* M = Mild to Moderate     S = Severe or Chronic     M/S = Mild to Moderate/Severe or Chronic 

Anorexia S        S S    
Ataxia        S     M 
Attempt to Hide S        S     
Biting/Kicking   M    S M    M  
Change in Activity 
and Burrowing 
Behavior 

   M          

Change in 
Respiration 

 S   M  M M   M  S 

Circling       S S      
Constipation or 
Diarrhea 

          M   

Crouching S  S           
Decreased Activity          M    
Decreased 
Alertness 

  M           

Decreased Food 
Intake 

M         M    

Decreased 
Vocalization 

    S   S    S  

Dehydration     S   S   S S  
Depression  M    S S  S    M 
Excessive 
Salivation 

    S         

Eyelids Partially 
Closed 

   M    M/S    S  

Eyes Sunken/Dull     M   S      
Growling/Hissing S             
Grunting/Grinding 
of Teeth 

 S        S M/S  M/S 

Guarding        M    M M 
Hair Loss    S S       M  
Hunched or Stretched 
Posture 

S   M  M  M/S  S M S  

Hypothermia     S S  S    S  
Increased Aggression M/S S M/S   M    S M  M 
Increased Efforts to 
Avoid Handling 

        M     

Increased Heart Rate       M       
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* M = Mild to Moderate     S = Severe or Chronic     M/S = Mild to Moderate/Severe or Chronic 

Increased 
Restlessness 

  S    M   S   M 

Increased Sleepiness     M S     S   
Increased Squealing 
when Approached/ 
Handled 

        M     

Increased/Decreased 
Vibrissae Movement 

       M/S      

Increased 
Vocalization 

S  M  M   M M M M M S 

Increased/Decreased 
Timidity 

    M/S         

Lack of Grooming  M    S    S  S  
Licking M  M         M  
Little Interest in 
Surroundings 

 M      S  S  M  

Loss of Righting 
Reflex 

    S         

May “faint” when 
handled 

             

Ocular Discharge    M  M     M   
Poor Gait         M   S  
Possible Writhing        M      
Profuse Sweating       M       
Pupillary Dilation S      M       
Reluctance to 
Move 

     M        

Rigid Posture  S   M         
Rigid Stance       M      M/S 
Scaly Skin     S         
Self-Mutilation       S M    S  
Separation from 
Group 

       S S S    

Soiled Hair Coat        S    S  
Sores on 
Face/Paws 

   S  S      S  

Squirming              
Staggering/Falling            S  
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* M = Mild to Moderate     S = Severe or Chronic     M/S = Mild to Moderate/Severe or Chronic 

Sunken or 
Distended 
Abdomen 

       S      

Unresponsiveness     S   S   S   
Unwillingness to 
Move 

  S      S    S 

Weight Loss  M/S  S S   S  S S S S 
 


